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Accordin£(  to  previous  aiiouncement,  the  conference  assembled  in 
t^ie  "Concert  Hall"  on  Sunday  morning,  February  15th,  at  lOi^  o'clock, 
and  "was  organized  by  appointing  Elder  Tho?.  Wrigley  to  preside. 

On  motion  of  Eider  John  T.  Caine,  Robert  Alexander  and  George 
Hickenloper  were  appointed  Clerks. 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  singing  the  Hymn  on  the  109th  Page- 
Prayer  by  Brother  P.  M.  Westwood. 

After  singing  by  the  Choir,  President  Wrigley  arose  and  said : 
I  am  happy  this  morning  in  having  the  privilege  of  meeting  with  you 
on  this  occasion,  and  in  seeing  so  large  a  number  in  conference, 
assembled  to  hear  of  the  condition  of  the  various  wards  and  branches, 
and  learn  the  standing  of  our  brethren,  and  of  their  efforts  in  striving 
to  fulfil  the  commandments  of  God,  in  gathering  to  Zion. 

Since  we  last  met  together,  on  a  like  occasion,  many  and  varied 
are  the  changes  that  have  taken  })lace,  but  none  gives  me  more  pain 
than,  in  looking  around  this  assembly,  I  fmd  absent  many  faces  that,  on 
former  occasions,  beamed  with  health  and  intelligence  ;  whom  the  hand 
of  Death  has  lain  low,  and  they  have  gone  to  that  coLuitry  from  whence 
there  is  no  return  fur  tlie  present.  Yes,  many  of  our  brethren  who 
stood  high  in  our  estimation,  have  been  called  to  leave  their  beloved 
partners  and  children,  as  it  were,  upon  the  world,  as  strangers  in  a 
strange  land,  with  no  one  to  succor  or  bless  them. 

Why  is  it  that  they  have  been  taken  off  the  stage  of  action  ?  '  It 
is  not  becausa  they  did  not  vvish  to  do  the  will  of  their  Heavenly 
Father,  as  well  as  we,  in  carrying  out  and  fulfilling  his  piu-poses — no, 
but  it  was  wisdom  in  God  to  permit  it  to  be  so,  or  else  it  would  not 
have  taken  place,  and  we  feel  to  resign  to  His  will,  knowing  that  all 
things  work  together  for  our  good,  so  long  as  we  keep  his  command- 
ments. While  many  have  thus  been  tried,  I  rejoice  that  in  the  hand 
of  God,  this  people  have  been  the  means,  by  their  liberality,  of  less- 
ening and  alleviating  distress.  They  have  been  a  father  to  the  father- 
less and  a  husband  to  the  widow ;  for  which  we  shall  be  blessed  and 
have  our  reward.  While  Ave  have  thus  reasons  to  look  for  the  blessings 
of  God,  for  duties  already  done,  there  are  yet  other  duties  that  we 
have  to  do  ;  according  to  the  instructions  we  have  received  from  the 
servants  of  God,  counselling  us  to  gather  out  from  this  place  to  the 
mountains  of  Israel ;  and  it  behooves  us  to  put  forth  every  energy  for 
the  accomphshment  of  this  object  in  the  coming  spring,  and  inasmuch 
as  we  do  so,  we  shall  be  blessed.  If  by  giving  up  some  of  the  comforts 
of  life,  by  economy,  by  perseverance  and  industry;  if,  in  fact,  by  any 
honest  means  you  can  gather, — the  instructions  are  especially  binding 
on  such ;  and  if  there  be  any  who  can,  and  are  not  particularly  anxious 
to  gather,  let  me  p.ersuade  you  to  arise,  throve  off  your  slothfullness, 
and  gather  while  you  csfn,  for  perhaps  you  ipay  not  be  as  well  prepared 


next  year.  You  know  not  what  another  year  may  bring  forth.  Think 
not  that  by  another  year  you  will  be  better  off,  and  that  you  will  not 
have  to  make  such  sacrifices,  and  that,  by  that  time,  there  will  be  more 
of  the  comforts  of  life  in  the  Valley.  Do  not  deceive  yourselves — 
there  is  no  advantage  in  procrastination.  Therefore,  brethren  and  sis- 
ters, arise  and  take  courage,  and  fear  not,  and  in  the  coming  Spring 
gather  yourselves  together  at  the  place  appointed  of  God  ;  there  you 
can  receive  more  instructions,  more  light  and  intelligence  concerning 
the  things  of  God  than  you  ever  can  while  you  stay  in  St.  Louis,  sur- 
rounded with  evil  spirits  and  evil  circumstances ;  when  the  best  you  can 
have,  is  very  imperfect. 

Brethren,  if  we  could  but  once  fully  realize  the  necessity  of  obey- 
ing all  the  commandments  of  God,  we  doubtless  should  be  more  strict 
in  listening  to  all  the  words  that  come  from  the  mouth  of  His  prophets, 
for  they  declare  his  will  unto  us.  The  Scriptures  tell  us  we  are  to  live 
by  every  word  that  proceedeth  from  the  mouth  of  God — not  an  occa- 
sional word,  but  every  word  that  cometh  from  His  moutli.  God  speaks 
not  in  vain,  therefore  the  counsel  we  have  received  from  him,  to  gather, 
is  of  importance.  Strive  therefore,  brethren,  to  do  these  things,  and 
the  blessings  of  God  will  be  with  you. 

The  Presidents  of  the  Wards  of  St.  Louis  Branch,  and  the  dele- 
gates from  the  various  surrounding  Branches,  constituting  this  Confer- 
ence, were  now  called  upon  to  make  their  respective  reports,  which  are 
as  follows : 
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The  President  arose  and  said  :  This  report  is  not  full,  as  there 
were  many  names  not  handed  in  in  time  for  Conference.  The  number, 
including  men,  women  and  children,  would  not  fall  short  of  8,000. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned  till  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Benediction  by  Bro.  J.  Gallagher. 

2  O'clock,  P.  M. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  singing  the  hymn,  "How  firm  a 
foundation,  ye  saints  of  the  Lord." 

Prayer  ^vas  offered  by  Bro.  G.  W.  Crocheron. 

The  Treasurer  of  tlie  St.  Louis  Branch  reports  amount  of  money 
received  since  last  conference,  $929  54.  Expended  in  same  time, 
$923  05.      Balance  on  hand  $6  49. 

This  report  only  embraces  the  monies  collected  at  the  public 
meetings  of  the  Branch,  and  has  been  expended  for  incidental  expenses 
and  for  missions.  This  amount  added  to  tlie  sums  attached  to  each 
Ward's  report,  (which was  paid  to  the  poor,)  makes  a  total  of  $2044  50, 
being  the  largest  amount  ever  collected  in  this  Branch  for  the  same 
objects. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  J.  Gallagher,  Elder  Thos.  Wrigley  was  sustained 
in  his  office  i\s  President  of  the  St.  Louis  Branch  and  Conference. 

On  motion  of  Bro.  R.  Alexander,  Elder  Jno.  T.  Caine  was  sus- 
tained as  first,  and  Elder  Jno.  Gallagher  as  second  Counsellor  to  Presi- 
dent Wrisilev. 

On  motion.  Brother  J.  T.  Caine  was  sustained  as  Clerk,  and  R. 
Alexander  as  Assistant  Clerk  for  tlie  St.  Louis  Branch. 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  Brother  J.  Gallagher  be  sustained  as 
Treasurer  for  the  Branch  ;  carried. 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  Brother  P.  M.  Westwood  and  Brother 
D.  Udale  be  sustained  as  the  Presidents  of  the  first  Ward ;  carried* 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  Brothers  W.  Siddel  and  H»  Arnold  be 
sustained  as  Presidents  of  second  Ward;  carried. 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  Brothers  G.  P.  Burnett  and  G.  W. 
Crocheron,  be  sustained  as  the  Presidents  of  the  third  Ward ;  carried. 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  Brothers  J.  Jepson  and  George  Nixon 
be  sustained  as  Presidents  of  the  fourth  Ward ;  carried. 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  Brothers  J.  Simkins  and  Thomas  Nay  lor 
be  sustained  as  the  Presidents  of  the  fifth  Ward  ;   carried. 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  Brothers  D.H.Sutherland  &  D.  Nelson 
be  sustained  as  the  Presidents  of  the  sixth  Ward  ;    carried. 

Moved  and  seconded,  that  we  uphold  and  sustain  the  different 
Branches  composing  this  Conference  ;    carried. 

Moved  Slid  seconded,  that  we  uphold  and  sustain  by  our  faith  and 
prayers,  Brigliam  Young,  Heber  C.  Kimball  and  Willard  Richards,  as 
the  first  presidency  of  this  Chm-ch  ;  carried. 


—  c 

■  Moved  and  seconded,  ihnt  we  uphold  and  sustain  by  our  faith  and 
prayers,  tlie  Quorum  of  r]io  ivrelve  Apostles,  with  Orson  Hyde  as  then- 
President* 

r>Ioved  and  seconded,  that  we  uphold  and  sustain  all  the  various 
organizations  of  the  Priesthood,  organized  with  the  sanction  of  the  lirst 
Presidency  ;  carried  unanimously* 

The  p/esident  then  arose  and  said  :  We  .have  got  through  ^vith 
our  business  matters  for  the  day,  and  I  am  thankful,  as  I  said  this  morn- 
ing, for  the  privilege  of  meeting  with  you  and  seeing  each  other,  and 
enjoying  a  portion  of  the  Spirit^of  God*  But  you  see  by  the  reports, 
the  'loss  we  have  sustained  by  death,  in  this  vicinity.  This  ought  to 
stimulate  us  to  prepare  and  leave  this  sickly  climate,  and  go  where  we 
have  a  better  prospect  of  life,  where  we  can  breathe  the  pure  untainted 
air  of  the  mountains.  There  are  those  who  look  upon  the  Saints  as 
im.bibing  foolish  and  eri%ieou3  id-eas ;  but,  let  me  say,  that  we  as  a 
people,  are  as  rational  and  as  sound  in  our  reasoning  as  any  people  you 
can  find,  and  a  wise  Saint  desires  to  live  long  that  he'  may  declare  the 
words  of  life  and  salvation  to  the  children  of  men,  that  they  may  obtain 
•glory  and  exaltation  in  the  Kingdom  of  our  God. 

Some  may  say  we  gather  that  we  may  become  formidable  and 
overturn  the  nations.  This  is  not  the  case.  We  gather  because  the 
Lord  has  commanded  it,  that  we  may  learn  to  live ;  if  the  Lord  wants 
to  destroy  a  nation,  he  has  plenty  of  material  on  hand  to  do  it,  wdthout 
calling  on  the  Saints  for  the  accomplishment  of  such  dirty  work. 

The  Scriptures  say  :  "  There  shall  be  w^ars  and  rumors  of  wars  ; 
nation  shall  rise  against  nation,  kingdom  against  kingdom,  father  against 
son  and  son  against  father."  ''  The  wicked  shall  go  forth  in  battle  to 
slay  the  wicked."  "  There  shall  be  famine,  earthquakes  and  pestilence,, 
with  perplexity,  and  men's  hearts  shall  fail  them  with  fear,  looking  for 
those  things." 

For  these  reasons,  and  many  other  sayings  of  the  Prophets,  the 
Lord  has  said  unto  us  :  "  Arise  and  come  out  of  her,  that  ye  be  not 
partakers  of  li^r  sins,  that  ye  receive  not  of  her  plagues."  After  some 
other  instructions,  he  prayed  tlie  Lord  might  bless  them  with  His 
Spirit*     Amen, 

Elder  Gillespie  now  arose  and  said  he  v/as  an  eye-witness  to  the 
kindness  and  liberality  of  the  Saints  in  St*  Louis*  He  said  he  had 
come  down  to  represent  the  branch  at  Alton*  They  had  the  spirit  of 
emigration  there  ;  the  Saints  were  faithful  and  true  bretliren,  in  whose 
hearts  dwells  the  spirit  of  truth.  He  rejoiced  that  he  lived  in  this  day 
and  generation  and  had  a  standing  amongst  this  people  ;  he  felt  he  had 
been  blessed  in  yielding  obedience  to  the  commandments  of  God. 
After  speaking  at  some  length,  he  left  his  blessing  with  the  Saints  and 
gave  w^ay  for  others  who  might  v.ish  to  speak* 

Eklcr  Wm. Gibson  then  arose  and  said  :I  am  truly  glad  in  having  the 
opportunity,  this  day  especially,  in  Conference  capacity  of  meeting  with 


